
The Nights Before Christmas
Afraid of the Dark?

1) Don’t let fear keep you from doing what is ______________

The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor 
with God.” Luke 1:30

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. Matthew 1:20

The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. Luke 2:10

The angel said to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has 
been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to 
give him the name John.  Luke 1:13

2) Don’t let fear keep you from enjoying __________________

An angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the 
altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was 
gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: "Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you are to give him the name John. He will be a joy and 
delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be 
great in the sight of the Lord... Zechariah asked the angel, "How can I 
be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years." 

The angel answered, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 
and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 
And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this 
happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true 
at their proper time."   Luke 1:11-15, 18-20

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel went to 
her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is 
with you." Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered 
what kind of greeting this might be.  But the angel said to her, "Do 
not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.  You will be with 
child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.  
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." "How 
will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" The angel 
answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be 
called the Son of God...  "I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. 
"May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left.  Luke 
1:26-35,38 

Zechariah asked the angel, "How can I be sure of this?” Luke 1:18

"How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" 
Luke 1:34

3) Don’t let fear keep you at _____________________ from God


